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SAMPLE LETTER TO ADAPT FOR COMMUNICATION WITH CANDIDATES

NAME AND ADDRESS OF CANDIDATE 




YOUR ADDRESS (home)/

(other contact details eg. email/facebook)
DATE

Dear [INSERT]
I am writing to ask what you will be doing about domestic violence and violence against women if you are elected at the next general election and how you will support the vital work with perpetrators of domestic violence to stop them from abusing their partners and children. I live [AND WORK] in the [NAME OF CONSTITUENCY] and will be voting at the next general election. 

I have worked in [NAME OF PROGRAMME] for [NUMBER] of years. In that time, I have seen many men stop using violence as a result of what we do, many women and children safer.  We worked with [OR INSERT ESTIMATED NUMBER] in the last year and [INSERT NUMBER ]of these stopped using violence and became safer parents as a result. Victims and children can be protected, but unless someone works to change the behaviour of the perpetrator, new victims and their children will be hurt when the perpetrator starts a new relationship. Our work helps support positive fathering as well as safe families.   

Based on the British Crime Survey, it is estimated that there are [INSERT NUMBER] of victims of domestic violence in [NAME OF CONSTITUENCY] in the last year, most suffering many incidents. Domestic violence loses the economy £23 billion each year (Walby, 2004), something I don’t think we can afford.  It matters to your potential constituents, including me and my family. 

I have enclosed a short briefing paper summarising the research which has already shown that programmes working with perpetrators make women and children safer and in some cases help protect women who would not have help from anywhere else. My own experience confirms this. I and my colleagues work with parents referred by child protection, in order to safeguard children. We help by providing specialist evidence to courts.  

Eradicating violence against women and ending all domestic violence is so important to me and my colleagues and family that when we make our decisions about voting, we will be considering how each party and our own local candidates would work to end this violence. 

What will your party and you individually do to help to eradicate violence against women and domestic violence generally? How in particular will you support the work of perpetrator programmes to help protect victims and children?

I am writing letters to/facebooking/emailing all the candidates in the [INSERT NAME OF CONSTITUENCY] asking them to answer the same questions and will be letting my colleagues and family know about the replies. I hope that you can respond to my letter – by email, facebook, post or phone [DELETE].

Yours sincerely

[INSERT YOUR SIGNATURE]
[INSERT YOUR NAME]
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