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Introduction

Being able to demonstrate the effectiveness of Domestic Violence Prevention Programmes (DVPP), in bringing about a reduction or cessation in the violence and abusive behaviour of the men who attend these programmes is crucial, especially in today’s competitive funding environment. The aims of this event were to bring together researchers, practitioners and policy makers, to review what evaluation has been done or is currently under way and to discuss what else is needed. We also aimed to discuss opportunities presented by the Respect accreditation system.
What evaluation has been conducted so far?

Linda Regan discussed the evaluation of the ‘Domestic Violence Intervention Project’ (DVIP) in 1994, which at the time was relatively new service. In this research the primary questions was ‘to what extent does DVIP increase women’s safety and decrease men use of violence?’ However, they were also interested in how those changes occurred and specifically what elements of the work the women identified (partners and ex-partners) as change making.

Key points
· there was no difference between those men who were court mandated and those who had volunteered to attend the programme
· there is a need to track men over a long period of time (post-programme)
· their were problems with keeping track of the women once they had separated from the men and this seriously limited what could be said about the effectiveness of the programme
· Linda and her team supported the expansion of domestic violence perpetrator programmes as long as they were working to a model that had women’s safety as a primary objective. Furthermore that it has a properly resourced Women’s Support Service working with the project.

Rebecca and Russell Dobash discussed the research of ‘CHANGE’ and the ‘Lothian Domestic Violence Prevention Project’, both of which are court-mandated prevention programmes. The research showed success in reducing men’s violence and controlling behaviour.
They discussed the different research designs in particular Ed Gondolf’s 
Quasi-experimental study, which compared four programmes. One of the flaws was that he did not have a control group; his control group was those who didn’t complete. The outcomes from Gondolf’s study were that programmes did reduce violence in prevalence, frequency and severity. Furthermore there was a reduction in the controlling behaviours from men on the programmes.

Thangam Debbonaire discussed the evaluation she conducted of sixteen programmes in Ireland. The evaluation found that there where significant differences in programmes across the country. Furthermore that some programmes were not providing a women’s service. Quite notably it was also found that some women did not access any other support services, some would go to the police but they did not think Women’s Aid and Rape Crisis was for them. Thangam concluded “There was a great need for minimum standards of practice to be implemented in the projects in Ireland.” 
What evaluation is currently happening?

Marianne Hester discussed recent research, tracking police data on 356 male perpetrators. The research showed that:

· half of the perpetrators were involved in at least one further incident within the three year follow up
· one in five re-offended against a different partner
· a large number of men had presented at GP surgeries (usually presenting with issues such as illness or depression rather than domestic violence) prior to any programme intervention. 

Marianne went on to discuss the South Tyneside Domestic Abuse Perpetrator Programme (STDAPP) evaluation, which Emma Williamson and herself began in September 2006. Marianne explained that STDAPP data would include; criminal history, psychological adjustment, history of domestic violence or abuse and a third party database with information pertaining to other agencies, (for example the police and child protection services.) The tracking will continue for 15 months after completion of the programme, where criminal and civil data will be collected to check for re-offending.
Neil Blacklock & Thangam Debbonaire discussed the Respect accreditation system & outcome data collection. Once we have organisations working to the same level and accredited by Respect (who will also be required to collect data on outcomes) then we should be able to develop comparable information across a range of sites. In order to make use of this data Respect is developing a standardised outcome data collection tool, and database. We hope that this will provide a national body of data that will also be useful for researchers. 
The following common difficulties in evaluating DVPPs were identified:
· how do you best measure success? Less physical violence / less coercive control?
· the need to track men over a long period of time, post-programme has been a problem as there has not been enough funding to do longer term evaluations 
· Hester et al  found that 57% of men failed to complete the programme, so this needs to be taken into account in relation to sample size
· self-assessment by staff is problematic
· there is a need to verify that organisations are providing what they say they are
· engaging the staff team of the service you evaluate 

· concentrating on women’s estimation of risk who are involved in family proceedings can be problematic, as women could exaggerate risk due to child contact issues, or minimise risk due to Social Services intervention 

· outcomes based on short term evaluation is unrealistic, we will need to think longer term to gain any meaningful data.
· follow up should ideally be for at least 15 months after the end of the programme 

· sustainability of change may require that individual men change their social networks.

· there needs to be a control group
· do you include both completers and non-completers in the evaluation assessment?
· to evaluate longer term change in men, we need to look at wider relationships and their perspective on the man’s changed behaviour, not just the partner
Respect believes that research is important in the process of bringing about social change and will continue to support researchers and others to get robust evidence on what works in increasing the safety of those at risk from domestic violence. 
To view the presentation slides and full transcript of this event please follow the link to http://www.respect.uk.net/pages/policy_and_research.html 
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